SAFETY FIRST

ELECTRICAL SAFETY MONTH

May is recognized as Electrical Safety Month in the United States. It is crucial for waste and resource
management professionals to prioritize safety while carrying out their essential duties. From navigating
collection routes to handling materials, every aspect of the job demands vigilance and caution. Here are some
indispensable safety tips to keep in mind:

Route Planning and Coordination:

® Before embarking on collection routes, ensure thorough coordination with local utilities and forestry
departments to identify potential hazards such as low-hanging tree branches and power lines along
the route.

® Regularly update route maps to reflect any changes in infrastructure or potential hazards.
Electrical Safety Awareness:

® Stay vigilant for low-hanging power lines, especially when
maneuvering tall collection vehicles.

® |f you spot any downed power lines, maintain a safe distance and
immediately report the hazard to authorities.

® Never attempt to move or disentangle equipment from power lines
on your own. Wait for professional assistance.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE):

® Wear appropriate PPE, including gloves, safety glasses, and hard hats, to protect against potential hazards
while handling waste materials.

® Ensure that PPE is properly fitted and regularly maintained to provide maximum protection.

Hazard Communication:
® Familiarize yourself with the labeling and handling procedures for hazardous waste materials.

® Clearly communicate any potential hazards to fellow team members and ensure everyone is trained on
proper handling protocols.

Emergency Preparedness:
® Have a clear understanding of emergency procedures and protocols in the event of accidents or incidents.

® Regularly conduct safety drills to ensure all team members are prepared to respond effectively in
emergencies.

Continuous Training and Education:

® Stay updated on industry best practices, safety regulations, and emerging technologies through ongoing
training programs.

® Encourage a culture of safety within the organization by promoting open communication and sharing
lessons learned from near misses or incidents.

By implementing these safety tips and staying vigilant on the job, waste and resource management
professionals can ensure a safer work environment for themselves and their colleagues. Together, we can
strive to make safety a top priority every day.

For more #SWANAsafety info and resources visit SWANA.org/safety


https://swana.org/initiatives/safety

